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(elebrating St. John the Baptist’s
feast day, accomplishing
what we came here to do

The latter part of our theme for this Masonic year, namely,
“Masonry: A Path of Genuine Enlightenment and Service,” makes
us recall the afternoon, evening, or night we were initiated into
the mysteries of Masonry. On that occasion, as poor blind can-
didates for the Entered Apprentice degree, we expressed our
sincere desire “to be brought from darkness to light, to receive
and have a part of the rights and privileges of this Worshipful
Lodge erected to God and dedicated to the Holy Sts. John, as
all brothers and fellows have done, who have gone this way be-
fore.” Thus, we commenced our journey into Masonry under
the auspices of Saints John the Baptist and John the Evangelist,
who are said to have been eminent patrons of Masonry. From
that mythical Lodge in Jerusalem, we started our trek to enlight-
enment by categorically declaring that we knocked on the door
of Masonry in order to learn to subdue our passions and im-
prove ourselves in Masonry.

The feast day of St. John the Baptist is celebrated on the 24th of June, the
day the first Grand Lodge set its charter in 1717. We read in American Masonic
publications that Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, and other American
Masons of yesteryears made it a point not to miss this day’s celebration, and
that two rival armies, meeting face to face, entered into an agreement that they
should put off their battle until the morrow of this feast day. So, we ask: Why did
those American Masons make June 24 a “do-not-miss day”? Why would armies
lay down their arms on that day?
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' The photo given above shows, among other things, the symbolic Point within the Cir-
= cle, which is supported by two Parallel Perpendicular Lines representing Saints John the
- Baptist and John the Evangelist and on the top of which rests the Book of Holy Writings.
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We can get answers to the

foregoing questions by re-examining
those parts of the gospels of Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and John which deal with
John the Baptist and his cousin Jesus,
as follows:

Although Zacharias, a priest of the
division of Abijah, and his wife
Eizabeth, who was of the daugh-
ters of Aaron, were of advance age,
they were blessed by God with a
son whom they named John; for
“they were righteous before God,
walking in all the commandments
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and ordinances of the Lord blame-
less.” This shows that nothing is
impossible with almighty God!
This truth was also substantiated
by the fact that although she was
betrothed to Joseph, a carpen-
ter of Nazareth, Mary, a cousin
of Elizabeth, by the power of the
Holy Spirit, gave birth to the Holy
One, who would be called Jesus,
Son of God.

Jesus was six months younger
than John, who, according to the
prophet Isaiah, was the precursor
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of the former, and as such, had to
dedicate himself to accomplishing
his mission, which was to “pre-
pare the way of the Lord (Jesus)
and to make His paths straight.”
John the Baptist was a simple
man, with matted beard and un-
" combed hair, clothed in simple
robes of camel hair, with a leath-
er belt around his waist and with
dirty feet in sandals, and whose
food was locusts and honey.

He lived a solitary life in the desert

of Judea, preaching repentance

and baptism in water. He was “the
voice in the wilderness,” saying,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heav-
enis at hand!”

He taught his disciples to live
justly and up-

rightly.

sees and Sadducees “with water
unto repentance,” pointing out to
them, “He who is coming after me
is mightier than I, whose sandal
strap I am not worthy to stoop
down and loose. He will baptize
you with the Spirit and fire. His
winnowing fan is in His hand,
and He will thoroughly clean out
His threshing floor, and gather
His wheat in the barn; but He
will burn up the chaff with un-
quenchable fire.”
When Jesus went from Galilee to
John at the Jordan, the latter wil-
ly-nilly baptized the former.
Jesus told his disciples and others
who listened to him, “Of all men
born of women, there has not
risen any greater

(In  “Of all men born of women, man than John

like manner, - the Baptist.”

the Worshipful there has not risen a gre?.tef, ) V(:’ien he had
Master enjoins Man than John the Baptist.” 1.1 ii7e4 by
the  Entered -JESUS CHRIST John, Jesus came
Apprentice in up immediately
the northeast corner of the Lodge from the water; and behold, the

to ever walk and act as a just and
upright Mason.)

John baptized in water people
from Jerusalem, all Judea, and
all the region around Jordan who
went out to him, and he urged
them to confess their sins.

When he saw many of the Phari-
sees and Sadducees coming to him
for baptism, he told them in no un-
certain terms, “Bear fruits worthy
of repentance because even now
the ax is laid to the roots of the
trees, and every tree which does
not bear good fruit is cut down
and thrown into the fire.”

He baptized many of the Phari-

heavens were opened to Him, and
He saw the Spirit of God descend-
ing like a dove and alighting upon
Him. And suddenly a voice came
from heaven, saying, “This is My
beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.”

John courageously told Herod the
tetrarch, “It is unlawful for you
to have Herodias.” Herodias was
the wife of Philip, Herod’s brother.
Because of John’s brutally frank
remark, for the sake of Herodias,
Herod laid hold of John, bound
him, and put him in prison. He
wanted to put John to death, but
because the latter was counted by

















































































































































































































































































































































































