
OFFICE OF THE SENIOR GRAND LECTURER 
The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and 

Accepted Masons of the Philippines 
1440 San Marcelino St., Ermita, Manila 

SGL Directive 20 1 7 -
November 25, 2017 

ATTENTION: ALL JGLs, DDGMs, DGLs, GLis, 

SUBJECT MASONIC EDUCATION FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 
2017 

TOPIC/S: Edict No. 268-D Amending Edict No. 268-B (MW Rentoy) 
Particularly Paragraphs 9, 34 & 35 and the Provisions of 
the Constitution Governing the Election Process for the 
Position of Junior Grand Warden 

This Edict amends the approved Edict No. 268-B (MW Rentoy) 
which is an Edict amending the provisions of the Constitution on 
Nominations under Article V .Election, Qualifications and 
Nominations, Part I Constitution. In view of the approval of Edict No. 
268-B (MW Rentoy) during the previous ANCOM and as a 
consequence thereof, the provisions under the said Article of the 
Constitution were already amended by the said Edict of MW Ren toy. 

This Edict of the Grand Master removed and deleted the last 
paragraph of Par 9 of Edict 268-B (MW Rentoy) which states that 
"Any district which fails to elect the required number of 
nominees shall forfeit their entitlement as provided for in the 
immediately preceding paragraph, for the succeeding masonic 
y ear''. 

The continued inclusion of the said forfeiture clause holds the 
Districts as hostages and therefore constrained them to field a 
candidate even if a District has no qualified, serious and/ or ready 
can didate in order to avoid the sanctions therein. Worse, the names 
of those kinds of candidates may even have the chance of being 
drawn during District and/ or Multi-District Conventions to be voted 
u pon as the JGW Nominee/s. 



Under the said paragraph of the Edict, if the District is 
sanctioned it limits or actually forfeits the right of the District to 
n ominate a candidate/ s for the succeeding year even if there are 
broth ers within the District qualified to be nominated for the 
position of Junior Grand Warden. 

Hence, the Committee finds the rationale of the Edict in 
removing and deleting the subject paragraph to be appropriate. The 
removal of the forfeiture clause will result to the genuine nomination 
of qualified, willing and ready candidates only for JGW. 

Further, Paragraphs 34 and 35 of Edict No. 268-B (MW 
Rentoy) are likewise amended by Edict No. 268-D to NOW read as 
follows: 

"IV. Annual Communication (ANCOM) Level. 

34. In the election of the JGW, the candidate who 
obtains the highest vote shall be declared the winner 
regardless of whether or not such a candidate 
garnered the majority votes cast by the voting 
delegates. 

35. The candidate who obtains the highest number 
of votes by plurality in single balloting shall be 
proclaimed the winner and the duly elected Junior 
Grand Warden. In case of a tie, the same shall be 
broken by a toss coin and the candidate who wins in 
said toss coin shall be proclaimed the winner and the 
duly elected Junior Grand Warden. The toss coin shall 
be done in public by the Chairman of the ELECOM." 

It has been the practice of the voting delegates during Annual 
Communications to forthwith leave the premises of the plenary after 
casting their votes during the first balloting for various reasons without 
participating in the second balloting when no candidate garnered majority 
of the votes cast by the voting delegates. Thus, in the event of a need to 
conduct a second balloting, data shows that only a few of the voting 
delegates r emain and cast their votes thereby defeating the rule that a 
candidate for the position of Junior Grand Warden should be proclaimed 
the winner if he garnered the highest number of votes by majority of 
the v oting delegates. 

This Edict therefore was issued to ensure that the person to occupy 
the position of Junior Grand Warden is elected by the will of the over-all 
electoral b ody, the candidate who obtains the highest number of votes by 



plurality, shall be declared the winner and the duly elected Junior Grand 
Warden; 

Under this Edict, the candidate who obtains the highest number of 
votes during the first balloting enjoys a better mandate from the Brethren 
as he is chosen when the entire voting delegates participated in the 
exercise than elected by the majority of the remaining less than one
half o f the voting delegates. 

Edict 268-D (MW Tolentino) was referred to the Committee on 
Revision of the Constitution more than 60 days prior to the Special 
Communication on 19 December 201 7 for the Committee's study, review 
and recommendation and proposal to make it as an amendment to the 
Constitution. 

Masonic History for the month of December: 

December 2, 1899 -

December 19, 1912 -

December 21, 1914 -

December 24, 1919 -

December 30, 1896 -

VWMA 

Bro. General Gregorio Del Pilar died in 
the Battle of Tirad Pass in order to 
enable the escape of Bro. Emilio 
Aguinaldo. 
The Grand Lodge of the Philippine 
Islands, formerly attached to the Grand 
Lodge of Spain, became autonomous and 
was formally constituted as the Grand 
Lodge of the Philippines. 
The Grand Mastre of La Federacion del 
Gran Oriente Espanol in Madrid granted 
a charter to Logia Magdalo which was 
located in the residence of Bro. Emilio 
Aguinaldo (now Aguinaldo Shrine). 
Papers were signed, transferring the 
YMCA property in the Philippines to the 
Plaridel Temple Association (PTA). 

Death by musketry of Bro. Jose Rizal, 
Philippine National Hero. 
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